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DIRECTIONS 


SAILING FROM JAMAICA TO THE GRAND CAYMAN, AND ROUND 
IHE WEST END OF CUBA, TO THE TORTUGAS. _ 
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HE Latitude of Poxr Rovyar in Jamaica is in 17% 547 17” North, and its Lon- 

| gitude from the Royal Obſervatory of Greenwich 77 3* Weſt : the variation 

of the Magnetic Needle in the year 1772, was 6* 3a E. As theſe obſerva- 

tions may be depended upon, it would be adviſeable for every ſhip-maſter to 

take his departure, and begin his reckoning immediately from Port Royal. This 

however is not to prevent him, if he chooſes, to take a ſecond departure from 
Portland Point, Negril, or from any other remarkable point in the Iſland. 


Sour Negrit, which is the weſternmoſt end, lies in 1 8 10 Latitude North; 
and from that point to the Iſland of Grand Cayman, the courſe is W. by N. 1 N. 
or W. N. W. and the diſtance eſtimated between 50 and 56 leagues. In order 
to prevent your miſſing this iſland, which is often the caſe, it is beſt to ſteer 
about a point more northerly, till you get to the Latitude of 199 11' or 15%; 
then due Weſt, both per compaſs; this courſe will _ you to the ſouthward 
bf the Reef which encircles the whole of the eaſt end, ſtretching about 1Þ 
mile from the ſhore, and which becomes the more dangerous, as a heavy 
ſwell fets always from the eaſtward directly on it. The eaſt end lies in Latitude 
19% 16! North. If nothing is feen of the Grand Cayman, and night is approach- 
ing, you are to ſtand off and on, under an eaſy fail, till i oy [i and then 
ting again a weſt courſe, there is no doubt but you will foon make this 
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part 24 leagues broad. It lies about E. by N. and W. by S. bounded by à Reef, 
(except at the weſt end) whoſe greateſt” diſtance from the ſhore is about 14 
mile, excluding that part oppoſite the North Sound, whoſe ſhallow entrance is 
3 leagues from the bottom of the Bay, and exceſſively dangerous in the night 
time. The Auguſtus Cæſar, a merchant-ſhip, was loſt there ſome years ago. 


Obſervations were made at the ſouth-weſt point of the iſland the 4th of May, 


12 1773. 


The GaAup CavMAN (corruptly Camana) is 8 leagues long, and for the moſt 
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| 1773, by Mr. Gauld, Mr. Payne his aſſiſtant, and Captain Pbilips, all agreeing 


to a mile, and whoſe mean gave for the Latitude of that point 19 11! 22% 
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About 21 miles to the northward of the ſouth-weſt point are the Hogs/tes, a 
ſmall village, near which is the only place where large veſſels can come to; the 
water is ſo clear that you can eaſily ſee where it is moſt proper to drop the anchor; 
but without the ip 14 precaution you are in danger of having your cables cut 
by the rocks. The beſt mark for the anchorage is to bring the ſouthernmoſt 
houſe of, line to bear E. 4 S. or E. by S. about 4 a mile from the ſhore, 
and then you pick your birth in 7 or 12 fathoms. It is very neceſſary, if you 
ſtay, to ſteady your ſhip with a ſmall anchor, as well as to buoy up your cables. 


Refreſhments may be had at this place, ſuch as fowls, turtle, yams, plantains, 
&c. but no beef or mutton, there being none on the iſland. Water is got by 
filling with a bucket about 20 yards from the beach, the well bearing from the 
ſhip at anchor N. N. E. or N. by E. You can have mahogany here, but as dear as 
at. Jamaica. $529 wi 21% 01 01 dir ni ro 724009 5 13 * 
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There are only 39 families of white people on the Grand Cayman, viz. 13 at 
the Hogſties, 3 at the Eaſt End, 2 at the Spots, and 21 on the South Side. Theſe, 
with 200 negroes, make the whole of the inhabitants about 400. 


From the weſt end of Grand Cayman, if you ſteer N. W. by W. 4 or 1 W, 
about 80 leagues diſtance, you will probably fall in with CAE CokRITIENTIESö; f 
ſay probably, for it is difficult to hit that Cape on account of the e 
generally ſets to the weſtward impelled by the trade wind. I would adviſe then 
to ſteer the ſaid courſe about 50 or 60 leagues, and then haul up a point higher 
to the northward. Mig 53555 
Cape Corrientes which lies in Latitude 2148/ North, looks, when bearing 
N. W. from you, very much like Cape St. Antonio; but when you bring it to 
bear North, you will deſcry, about 4 miles to the northward of the Cape, a very 
high Bluff, called by the Spaniards Cape Cayman, under which, and about 1 mile 
af 3 of it, is anchorage, but very irregular ſoundings, with rocks 


You ought to ſhape your courſe for Cape Corrientes, ſo as to go in fight of 
the IsLs or Pines, the ſouth ſide of which is reckoned to lie in 21* 23' North. 


From the weſt end of the Grand Cayman to the ſouth ſide of the Ifle of Pines 
the courſe is N. 47 W. diſtance about 52 leagues. From that fide, a great 


* We muſt remark, however, that ſome very good obſervers make that point 5s or 6 miles more 
northerly, which S muſt be occaſioned by the difference of their i ents; for the ſame 
difference alſo appears at ” 


ape Corrientes, and Cape Antonio. Wy 
oP * s Bank, 
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Bank, bounded. by a Reef juſt above water, ſtretches about E. by S. 22 leagues 
to leeward, with many Kays upon it. Theſe are called the Jaxpinzs, and muſt 
be avoided with the greateſt care, no place being more dangerous in the night, 
and in thick weather. When coming from the Grand Cayman you muſt eſpe- 
cially be aware of them if you meet with light winds and a weather current, which 
are frequent thereabout. | 


From the ſouth-weſt end of the Iſle of Pines to Cape Corrientes, the courſe is 
W. N. W. diſtance about 25 leagues. | 


Cape ST. ANnToNIo, (Cape St. Anthony) which we call Cars AnTon1to, lies to 
the weſtward of Cape Corrientes. The courſe to it from Cape Corrientes is 
about W. by S. per compaſs, 8 leagues to the Middle Cape, a high rugged. rock, 
between which and Cape Antonio lies a deep Bay. There is a ſmall Reef off 
this rock at the diſtance of 3 or 4 cables length, and ſoundings to the ſouthward 
of it about a mile off ſhore. | 


From this the coaſt trends about Weſt 34 leagues to the FarLsz Cap, and then 
it rounds gradually to the Cars Vor, in Latitude 21* 49/ North, on which is a 
hut covered with palmetto leaves. From hence the ſhore lies about N. by E. 4 E. 
4 miles; then it turns to the eaſtward and northward. To anchor off this laſt Cape 
you muſt bring the hut which ſtands on the weſternmoſt end of Cuba to bear Eaſt, 
the north point N. N. E. and the ſouthernmoſt S. by E. 4 E. or S. S. E. in 10 
or 12 fathoms, large ſpots of clear ſand and rocks, which appear very plain if the 
ſun ſhines, or it is pretty clear. 3 


There is a flux and reflux here, but the times are very r the flood ſets 
to the N. N. W. and the ebb to the S. S. E. at the rate of about 14 mile per 
hour, or ſometimes more. 


From this place the Bank, which is of a very whitiſh colour, with only 10 or 
12 feet water on it, runs North 7 or 8 miles, when it turns round gradually to 
N. E. by N. and north-eaſtward as far as the Latitude of 22 6' or 80, with very 
uneven ſoundings from 6 to 3 fathoms, rocks and ſand, on the edge of it; and 
to the eaſtward and ſouthward they decreaſe from 6 fathoms very regularly to 
the ſhore, all fine ſandy ground. 


May 25th, 1773, at Cape Antonio, at 4 paſt 2 P. M. the current or tide 

ſet N. W. z of a mile per hour—26th, high water at + paſt 2 P. M. 
the tide riſes here about 18 inches. The flood ſets to the ſouthward, and the ebb 
to the northward : high water, on full and change days, about 33 minutes after 
9—28th at 5 P. M. the tide ſet à of a mile per Hour. 


To the W. S. W. of Cape Antonio lies Cays CaTocnt, on the north coaſt 
of Yucatan ; and the ſea between thoſe 2 Capes might be named, without im- 
ropriety, ThE NarRrows Or THE GuLy or Mxxico, being not above 42 leagues 
in breadth. Cape Catoche is low land, but Logczrnueapd Kay, which is gene- 
rally miſtaken for the Cape, is a high bluff about 4 leagues to the eaſtward of it, 
| in 
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in Latitude 21* 387 North, as it was carefully aſcertained by obſervation in 1775, 
by Mr. Charles Roberts, Maſter in the Royal Navy, and well acquainted with the 
navigation of the Weſt-Indies. | | | 

The veſſels from the Bay of may e raged make Loggerhead Kay, or 
Cayo de Mugeres (called by the ſailors Kay Mohair) which lies a little to the ſouth- 
ward of it, before they ſhape their courſe to the northward of Cuba and through 
the Gulf of Florida. Their firſt object then, as well as thoſe who come from 
Jamaica round Cape Antonio, is to keep clear of the CoLorabe Rocks, the 
northernmoſt part of which lies about the Latitude of 225 30“ North. If there- 
fore ſhips from the Bay ſteer N. E. from Loggerhead Kay, till they get into the 
Latitude of from 23* to 24* North, they will have nothing to fear on that ac- 
count; and as the winds there are generally from the eaſtward, it is neceſſary 
to hold every inch they can with ſafety. But the maſters of thoſe veſſels, who 
after paſſing Cape Antonio have ſteered to the weſtward of north; when they 
came upon the other tack in ſtanding to the ſouthward, from the uncertainty of 
the currents, have ſometimes had the misfortune of falling in among the Colo- 
rados, which they ſo anxiouſly endeavoured to avoid. 


The courſe from Cape Antonio, to go clear of the CoLorapos, is N. N. W. 
true North, i2 leagues, to allow for a current, which generally ſets very ſtrong 
to the N. N. E. and north-eaſtward as far as the Latitude of 22* 30” North. As 
there is a bank of rocks in Latitude 22® 21” which almoſt joins the Little Sap 
Kay, mentioned by Mr. Biſbopſ, as lying weſt or W. 4 S. from it; and which in 
my opinion is about 9 or 11 leagues from ſhore: after you are paſt the latter 
latitude, you may haul up as far to the eaſtward as N. E. by N. in the night, or 
N. E. in the day, until you get as far to the northward as the latitude of 237 
North, when you may haul to the eaſtward at pleaſure. To 

But ſhould the wind hang to the eaſtward, which is generally the caſe, the 
next * that offers will be the Tortugas Kays and Shoals; for which reaſon 1 
would adviſe you not to ſtand any farther to the northward than the Latitude of 
24 North, as the currents on the Tor/ugas Bank ſometimes ſet to the weſtward, 
ſometimes to the eaſtward. l 


The IsLanD or Cusa being high land, and in many places very diſtin, it 
has generally proved an inducement for our navigators to keep along that ſhore, 


* This is a miſtake, and you muſt read, 220 50“. 


+ Mr. Biſhop in the ſecond edition of his Inſtructions, ſays, p. 42, that“ as he was coming home 
with the fleet of merchantmen, in 1758, they kept working off the Weſt end of the Colorados with the 
wind northerly; when on the 18th of July they were in fo as to bring the Little Dry Kay on the 
Colorados to bear Eaſt northerly, diſtance 6 or 7 miles, and from the Reef 2 miles, being then in 
Latitude 22 34' North.” This is probably the Sandy Kay meant by Mr. Gauld : but we muſt obſerve, 
that this gentleman is much miſtaken, when he ſays, you may haul up as far as you pleaſe to the eaſt» 
ward, from the Latitude of 22% 22*or 22 300. It is only in the Latitude of 23% that you enter the 
Gulf, and may ſteer an eaſterly courſe without danger, along the Cuba ſhore. See the Obſervations 
on the Gulf Paſſage by Mr. Roberts, p. 4, and the Chart annexcd to them. 1 
| | ti 
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till they get as far to the Eaſtward as Matanzas; and then to ſteer N. N. E. for 
the Florida Gulf. But on this courſe they often meet with a lee current againſt 
them, eſpecially to the Weſtward of Bahia Honda, which may lengthen their 
paſſage ſome weeks. In croſſing over alſo from Cuba towards the Gulf, they 
may ſometimes fall in with the Florida Kays, which they have hitherto been 
unacquainted with ; and if they have had the misfortune to drive-over the Reef, 
eſpecially in the night time, they would poſſibly meet with ſome damage on the 
Coral banks. As ſoon therefore as they perceive themſelves on one fide envi- 
roned by the numberleſs uninhabited Iſlands, and on the other fide encloſed within 
this Reef, which has always been reckoned ſo dangerous, they no doubt might 
deſpair of ever getting the veſſel extricated from ſuch a labyrinth, and therefore 
take to their boats. If on the other hand they ſhould fall into the Eaſtward 
among the Bahama Iſlands, though they are ſuppoſed to be better known, the 
real danger is greater. But it is probable that when the maſters of our Weſt 
India ſhips, by the peruſal of the charts which accompany theſe directions, have 
made themſelves a little better acquainted with the coaſt- of Florida, they will 
generally prefer it to the Cuba ſhore. 


After coming round Cape Antonio therefore, and getting into the Latitude 
of 24® North, as has already been mentioned; they may ſafely ſtretch along the 
Florida Kays, ſteering in while it is day light, and off in the night time. They 
will then generally have a ſtrong current to windward in their favour; and in 
the winter months when the winds are often northerly, they may poſſibly have 
a fair wind and ſmooth water all the way to the Gulf. = 


Deſcription of the ToRTUGAS, with Remarks on their Bank, 
and Sailing Directions. 


THE TORTUGAS, often diſtinguiſhed by the name of the Dry Tor/ugas, are 
generally looked upon to be very dangerous, and to a perſon unacquainted with 
them they undoubtedly are ſo, eſpecially in the night time; yet when they are 
known, on many occaſions, they may be found both uſeful and convenient. They 
conſiſt of eleven ſmall Iſlands, or Kays*, extending E. N. E. and W. S. W. for 
10 or 11 miles; moſt of them are covered with {ſmall buſhes, and may be ſeen 
at about 4 leagues diſtance. I was informed by a Spaniard that there 1s a bank 
of 2 fathoms lying due ſouth from thoſe Kays, but I could never find it. 


The Tortugas are ſituated about 30 leagues from the neareſt part of the coaſt 
of Florida, 40 from the Iſland of Cuba, and 14 leagues from the weſternmoſt 
of the Florida Kays. The SouTa-wesT Kar, which though one of the ſmalleſt, 
is the moſt material to be known, lies in Latitude 24* 327 30”, about the Longi. 


* The 22 ive the name of Cayos to thoſe low and flat iſlands which are ſo numerous on the 
Coaſts of Florida and Cuba, whence the Engliſh word Kay or Key, and the French word Caye. 4 
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tude of 84 15“ Weſt from the Royal Obſervatory of Greenwich; and a Reef of 
Coral rocks runs about 4 of a mile S. W. from it, upon which the water is diſcoloured. 
There is a large bank of brown Coral rocks, intermixed with white patches of 


ſand, about 5 or 6 miles to the Weſt and S. W. of the Tortugas, upon which 


you have very irregular ſoundings, from 6 to 12 fathoms, and at that diſtance, 
on a S. W. direction is a ſpot of 54 fathoms, Coral rocks and ſand. The Weſt 
bank is nearly of an oblong form. The bottom appears very plainly, and though 
it may be alarming to ſtrangers, there is no danger ; you will find from 13 to 17 
fathoms, between it and the Tortugas. The bank of ſoundings extends only 5 
or 6 leagues to the ſouthward of the Tortugas, but much farther to the weſtward, 
and all the way northward along the Florida ſhore; but the danger wherever 
there is any, may eaſily be ſeen from the maſt-head in the day time. | | 


When the South weſt Kay bore N. N. W. about 4 miles, I had from 7 to 22 
fathoms, ſand. Bore away W. by S. when the Kay was N. by E. 4 E. 5 or 6 
miles, had 10 and 8 fathoms. Bore away W. S. W. 3 miles, had from 7 to 22 
fathoms; then ſteered W. 4 S. 3 miles, the Kay to the N. E. 4 E. 10 or 11 miles, 
found 18, 7, 54 fathoms.—Steered W. S. W. near 3 miles, had 64, 7, 11, 17, 
23, then no ground at 30 fathoms.—Steered weſt 11 miles, had 24, 22, 18, 13, 


10, 12, 94, 12, 23, 25, no ground within 30 fathoms, then 19, 10, 15, 17, 20, 


21, 19, 17, 104, 84, 10, 94, 1), 16, 18, 20, 23 fathoms. Steering then W. S. W. 
6 miles, had 23, 22, 21, 30 fathoms. Continued a W. S. W. courſe for 20 
miles, had no ground with 30, 40, and 50 fathoms. Steered afterwards N. W. 


When the South-weſt Kay bore N. 87 E. 19 miles, had 58 fathoms, fine ſand.— 
When S. 88* E. 20 miles, had 35 fathoms, fine ſand. —When S. 83 E. 22 miles, 
37 fathoms. When S. 79 E. 24 miles, 36 fathoms, coarſe ſand. —When S. 75 E. 
26 miles, 36 fathoms.— When S. 72 E. 29 miles, had 40 fathoms, coarſe ſand, 
and ſmall ſtones.— From this laſt ſounding, ſteered N. W. by N. 6 miles, had 
43 fathoms, rocky; then 4 miles more had 46 fathoms, coarſe ſand: then N. W. 
IN. W. + W. -N. W. by W. on the wind, the wind northerly, 16 miles, when 
I had 68 fathoms, fine ſand; and did not ſound afterwards. 


From what I have found the ſoundings are very regular to the ſouthward of 
the Tortugas Kays, till you come within 3 leagues of the ſhore, when they be- 
come uneven in ſome places. There is fine deep water to the northward of theſe 
Kays, and a channel to come round to the eaſtward, about 4 or 5 miles from them, 
very regular from 20 to 17 and 13 fathoms, when they will bear about Weſt or 
W. N. W. then you may ſtand away to the ſouthward clear of danger. 


In paſſing by the Tortugas, it is neceſſary to ſound. frequently in the night, 
between the Latitude of * and 255 and never to ſtand — len than 30 * 35 

fathoms. The Spaniſh ſhips bound from Vera Cruz to the Havanna, make it a 
conſtant practice to endeavour to ſtrike ſoundings on the Tor/uga Bank, and keep 
in ſoundings till they are paſt the Tortugas ; generally coming to an anchor at 


If 


night, but there is no neceflity for ſo much caution. 


. 

If you are bound to the eaſtward and meet with a ſtrong eaſterly gale, which is 
frequent there in the ſummer ſeaſon, you may ſafely come to an anchor in 5 or 
6 fathoms; about 4 of a mile off ſhore, under the lee of the long ſandy iſland, to 
the northward of the South-weſt Kay. There is good anchorage alſo in ſeveral 
other places, particularly in a ſmall but ſnug harbour near Buſb Kay, which is“ 
entirely ſheltered from the ſea by a large Reef of rocks, and a flat ſhoal within 
them, about 4 a mile broad; the bottom is ſoft clay and mud. This harbour is 
quite ſmooth, even in a gale of wind; and in caſe of neceſſity, a veſſel might 
eaſily be hove down there, as there are 3 fathoms water cloſe to the bank. There 
is no drinkable water to be got on any of. the Tortugas, except on the northern- 
moſt iſland ; nor is there any fire wood, except a few buſhes, which it were a pity 
to cut down, as they ſerve to diſtinguiſh. the Kays at a diſtance; but the Tortugas 
abound with a variety of ſea birds, turtle and excellent fiſh, There is a broad 
channel to the eaſtward of the Tortugas, from 10 to 17 fathoms depth; but it is 
by no means adviſcable to be attempted; unleſs you can ſee the Tortugas diſtinctly, 
and keep within 2 or 3 leagues of the eaſternmoſt iſland ; as there is a coral bank 
of 12 feet water at the diſtance of 5 leagues ;. and farther eaſtward towards Cayo 
Marqueſe, a very dangerous and extenſive bank of quickſand, on many parts of 
which you have no more than 4 or 5 feet water. It is of a remarkable white co- 


tour, eſpecially all. along the north edge, and may eaſily be feen and avoided in 
the day time. | 


The courſe to carry you clear of the ſhoals which lie between the Tortugas - 
Kays and Cayo Marqueſe is S. E. by E. 13 or 14 leagues, which 1 believe will 
be out of ſoundings; then you may ſteer eaſt, nearly parallel to the general Reef 
which bounds the Florida Kays, about 34 or 4 leagues diſtant from the ifland. 


The tide between the Tortugas and Cayo Marqueſe ſets variably through to the. 
northward, and ebbs to the E. S. E. about 3 or 34. feet by the ſhore. | 


Deſcription of the FLORIDA Kays and REEF, with Direc- 
tions. for Sailing, . Anchoring, Sc. 


THE weſternmoſt part of that innumerable train of Iſlands, generally called 
THE FLORIDA KAYS, and originally the Makry RS, confiſts of 8 or g Man- 
grove Iſlands, which go under the title of Cayo Margue/e ; ſeveral of them are co- 
vered with pretty high trees, and may be ſeen at a conſiderable diſtance. To the 
weſtward and north-weſtward of them lies the large bank of quickſand already 
mentioned; and due ſouth from the weſtern extremity of this bank, the Weſt end 
of the GENERAL FLORIDA Rey, is fituated in Latitude 24* 227; which is nearly 
the moſt ſoutherly part of this extenſive Reef, that runs. parallel. to the Kays, and 
forms a kind of general Bar to the coaſt. | 


_ There 
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There is a channel between the Reef and the above mentioned bank, and like- 
wiſe all along between it and the Kays, in many places upwards ef 4 miles broad. 
_ "The Reef at the weſt end is about 3 miles in breadth ; but the leaſt water on it 
is 5 fathoms, with irregular ſoundings to 7 and 8 fathoms. It is all diſcoloured 
water, generally brown, with patches of white ſand and coral rocks, and the 
bottom plainly appears. The Reef in 2 is very ſteep on the ſouth ſide, 
there being from 20 to 30 fathoms, muddy bottom, within about a mile or two 
of it: and as the outſide of the Reef is no where above 6 or 7 miles diſtant from 


the range of Iſlands, you may ſafely in the day time, approach near enough te 
make the land diſtinctly. 


The water in the channel, within the Reef, is all of a white colour; the bottom 


is in general fine ſand, mud or clay; and there is pretty good anchorage all along, 
only taking care not to come into leſs than 5 fathoms. | el 


Caro Maravrse, or the Marquis's Kay, commonly called Kay Marguet, is in 
-24* 28“ Latitude north, the variation about 7* Eaſt. | 


To the weſtward of Cayo Marqueſe, there is from 7 to 10 fathoms in the chan- 
nel, and 34 is the leaſt water on the Reef; abreaſt of Cayo Marqueſe, 71 fathoms, 
ſoft mud, is the deepeſt in the channel, and 34 the leaſt water on the Reef. 


Juſt to the eaſtward of Cayo Marqueſe, there is a large opening, called by the 
—_— Boca GRANDE, which is upwards of 2 leagues in breadth, and has a 
C 


annel through to the northward of 9 or 10 feet, but it is not to be recom- 
.mended to ſtrangers. | | 


From Kay Marqueſe to Cayo Hueſo, the courſe is about Eaſt without the Reef, 
. diſtance 9g or 10 Leagues. 


Caro Hueso (Bone Kay) is the firſt iſland of any conſequence to the eaſtward of 
Cayo Marqueſe ; its South-weſt. point lies in 24* 29“ Latitude North. There are 
a parcel of ſcattered Mangrove lands beween Boca Grande and it, the 3 ſouthern- 
moſt of which have white ſandy beaches. Cavo Huzso (or Kay Wesr, as it is 
corruptly called by the Engliſh) is 7 miles in length, and has a ſandy beach on the 
ſouth ſide. The trees are very thick upon it, 413 at the weſt end, round 


which there is a convenient Harbour, ſufficient for ſloops of war, with a channel of 
4 fathoms into it. 


This harbour is much frequented by the Turtlers and Wreckers from Providence, 
and likewiſe by the fiſhing craft from the Havanna, who find it convenient on ac- 
count of a channel through the bank to the northward, in their way to the Coaſt 
of Florida; but there is ſome difficulty ariſing from the channel or entrance acroſs 
the Reef: your * muſt be a ſmall Sandy Kay, lying S. S. W. 8 or 9 miles, from 
the Weſt end of Cayo Hueſo juſt on the edge of the Reef, about 8 or 10 feet per- 


pendicular height, and in 24 22 Latitude north: the channel lies 4 or 5 miles ” 
; | A 


u ] 
the eaſtward of it, and about S. by E. of the Weſt end of the Kay. If you are 
without the Reef, you will ſee the Sandy Kay juſt mentioned which is the weſternmoſt 
on the Reef. Near this Kay there are dry ſhoals and breakers for upwards of 3 
miles to the weſtward, where the ſoundings are very irregular from 6 to 2 fathoms 
and like dangers are found near 5 miles to the eaſtward. But there is a fine broad 
channel over the Reef, of 44 to 5 fathoms water, by bringing the Weft end of Cayo 
Hueſo to bear about N. N. W. or N. by W. 1 W. and ſteering in that direction. 
You will eaſily know when you are over the Reef in 6 or 7 fathoms, both by the whitiſh 
colour of the water, and by the ſoft muddy bottom ; when you may keep more to the 
weſtward, in order to avoid ſome coral patches of 24 and 3 fathoms ; give the South= ' 
weſt point a birth of à of a mile, as a rocky ſpit runs out from it. When you get 
Cayo Canalete, (which is a green Mangrove Iſland), juſt open with the North-weſt 
point, you may ſteer in with that mark, and keeping within a cable's length of 
the point, (where there is an old turtle crawl and a fingle buſhy tree) you will 
carry 4 fathoms into the harbour, and may come to an anchor any where between 
that and Cayo Canalete above mentioned, in 34, or 34 fathoms, about halfway 
between the iſland and Cayo Canalete. The beſt anchoring ground is neareſt the 


_ bank, as there is ſome ſmall coral. near the. middle and. weſt parts of the 
arbour. | 


In going in you will obſerve a black ſpot, which is a ſmall Reef to the north 
of you; this you muſt avoid, and ſhoot-it to the eaſtward, guided by your eye. 


Ships larger than floops of war muſt bring the South-weſt point of the iſland 
about N. by W. or N. N. W. in 58, or 64:fathoms,. fine ſpecky clay and ſhells. 


The Harbour of Kay Weſt lies almoſt oppoſite to the Havanna, at the diſtance 
of about 26 leagues, and may be found very uſeful in caſe of contrary winds, or 
to get refreſhments-- It is a ſmall. harbour, but which affords very ſafe an- 
chorage, being ſheltered all round, except a little to the ſouth-weſtward, from 
which quarter the wind hardly blows. But in the ſeaſon of the northern and 

weſtern gales, .it 1s beſt to lay outfide. . | 


There is freſh water to be got at the weſt end of the iſland by digging, but it is 
not very good, being at times a little brackiſh. This is an excellent place for fire 
wood. There are.turtle with variety of fine fiſh, and the iſland likewiſe abounds 
with deer of which you find plenty on moſt of the iſlands to the eaſtward, but none 
to the eaſtward of it. | | 


The tides here are in. ſome. meaſure regular within the Reef, the flood. ſet- 
ting to the weſtward, and the ebb to the eaſtward. It is high water on full and 
change days, nearly about 7 o'clock in the morning. To the weſtward between 
Cayo Marqueſe and the Tortugas, it ſets invariably through to the northward, and 
ebbs to the E. S. E. about 3 or 34 feet by the ſhore. | 
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The channel within the Reef berween Boca Grande and Cayo Hueſo is in gene- 

ral about 3 miles broad, and the deepeſt water 6 and 7 fathoms, fine ſand and clay: 
there are 2 or 3 patches of coral rocks with 24 and 3 fathoms water, nearly in mid 

channel, lying about S. S. E. from the Weſt end of Cayo Hueſo. | 


At the Eaſt end of Cayo Hueſo, there is a ſmall opening called Boca Carca, 
which leads to an infinite number of ſmall Mangrove Iſlands, but nothing except 
a canoe can paſs quite through over the ſnoals. | 

4 


About 7 miles S. E. from the Eaſt end of Cayo Huefo, or S. S. E. from Boca 
Chica, there are Three Small ſandy Kays on the Reef; they are called Ca vos Sa u- 


Boers, being directly oppoſite to the Ifland of Cayo Samba, and Cayo Sombrero is 
about 13 leagues to the weſtward of them. 


Between the Weſternmoſt of theſe 3 Kays and the middle one, you find a chan- 
nel of 4 fathoms over the Reef, and another of 3 fathoms between the Middle and 
Eaſternmoſt Kay; but for 10 miles to the eaſtward of the ſame Kays, the Reef is 
broad and dangerous, there being in ſome places dry rocks; and in general it is 


full of ſunken rocks 4 or 6 feet under water, with crooked channels of 4, 6 and 7 
fathoms between them. a 


Seven miles to the eaſtward of Boca Chica there is a Small Hand with a remark- 
able high bluff of trees, which in moſt views appear in the ſbape of a ſaddle. It has 
an opening at eãch end into a large ſhallow bay, bordered with innumerable Man- 
grove lands to the northward. The general courſe of the chain of iſlands turns 
gradually to the northward of Eaſt from Cayo Hueſo. 


At the diſtance of 7 leagues from the. Weſt end of Cayo Hueſo you find ſeveral 
large iſlands covered with pine trees, and which continue all the way to Bahia 
Honda, for the ſpace of 4 leagues farther to the eaſtward. Some of theſe Pins IsLanps 
are pretty large, but it is difficult to approach them on account of the ſmall depth of 
water. They have ſeveral openings quite through to the northward, but ſo ſhal- 
low as to be only paſſable in boats i canoes. The timber found on theſe iſlands 
is ſmaller than what grows on the main land. They are generally bordered with 
a Mangrove ſwamp juſt within the beach, and of about 100 yards in breadth; 
then the ground riſes higher, and is all of a rocky bottom. I muſt obſerve here 
that the Mangrove Iflands, which are very numerous, and often form large cluſ- 
ters, are in general waſhed over at high water, wherein if a Mangrove buſh takes 
root, it forms a little iſland in the courſe of a few years; and one of theſe iſlands 
© breeds in time a cluſter of others round its own ſhores. 


Loox Kay (fo called from His Majeſty's ſhip 75e Love having been caſt away 
there) is a ſmall ſandy Iſland on the Reef, 9 leagues from the Weſt end of Cayo 
Hueſo, 18 from Cayo Marqueſe, and 35 leagues to the eaſtward of the Tortugas. 
The rocks run but a little way off this Kay, and there is no kind of danger but 
what may be avoided in the day time. The Reef is very ſteep on the ſouth ſide ; 
for you have 20 fathoms within a mile of the Kay, and 100 fathoms about 2 


leagues 
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leagues to the ſouthward of it. There is a channel of 4 and ; fathoms over the 
Reef about a mile to the weſtward of the Kay; but to the eaſtward of it for 2 
or 3 miles you cannot depend on carrying more than 15 or 16 feet; though far- 


ther on to the eaſtward, for the diſtance of 4 or 5 leagues, you will have 34, and 


in many places 4 and 5 fathoms the leaſt water on the Reef. 


We erected in 1774, a large pole on Looe Kay, and one on the weſternmoſt 
ſandy Kay; which, if they remain, may be ſeen at a confiderable diſtance. | 


About 4 miles due North from Looe Kay there is a ſmall Harbour, called by 
the Providence people New Found Harzous, and by the Spaniards Cayo Vamos ; 


but it is fit for nothing but ſmall craft, as only 7 or 8 feet at moſt can be carried 
into it. | 158 | | 


Barra Horx lies about to miles N. E. from Looe Kay in Latitude 24* 357. 
Jt has a large entrance and a fair channel of 4 and 5 fathoms; but when you are 


in the harbour it ſhoals to 34, 3, 24, and 24 fathoms, and the bottom in general 
is rather hard rough ground. | | | | 


Tux HarBour or BanIA HoxDa may be eaſily known by the tall palmetts 
cabbage-trees of the Long Iſland on the right hand coming in; they make it 
the more remarkable, as there are no cabbage-trees to the weſtward of it, on 
any of the Kays that are on the Reef. Looe Kay lies on the Reef about 3 leagues 


S. W. from Bahia Honda, to the weſtward of which you have 4 and 5 fathoms 


over the Reef, at the diſtance of about à of a mile; and to the eaſtward for 
upwards of 2 miles, you will in ſome places find hardly 3 fathoms; but about 
due North from the entrance of Bahia Honda, you will carry at leaſt 4 fathoms 
over the Reef. Afterwards there is a fair channel of 4 and 5 fathoms, till you 


get within the rocky point, and you may anchor in 31 between the North-weſt 


point and the Three Iſlands. If you propoſe ſtaying. here any time, it will 
be neceſſary to buoy up your cables, as it is rather foul ground. | 


Bahia Honda, like Cayo Hueſo, is much frequented by the Turtlers and 
Wreckers from Providence, and by the Spaniſh veſſels from Havanna, of which 
there are about 10 annually employed in fiſhing among the Kays on the coaſt 
of Florida, where there is a ſufficient quantity of fiſh to ſupply the Weſt Indies. 


There is a convenient channel for ſmall veſſels, from both thoſe places, quite 


through the Kays, to the northward. 


In regard to the tides, it is remarkable that on the ſouth fide of the Kays, 
the flood comes from the ſouth-eaſtward ; but on the north fide of them, all 
the way from the channel of Cayo Hueſo, the flood runs to the eaſtward, along 
the edge of the bank, and to the ſouthward, through the little channels, in order 
to fill up the intermediate bays and lagoons, with the aſſiſtance of the flood from 
the ſouthward. The reaſon of this extraordinary effect ſeems to be, that between 
Cayo Hueſo, and Bahia Honda, there is in general ſuch ſhallow water among 
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the range of Kays, as not to admit the flood from: the ſouthward to have its 
proper force to carry the waters over the bank. Therefore when it gets through 
the channel of Cayo Hueſo and that of Boca Grande, to the weſternmoſt of it; 
the water naturally puſhes to the eaſtward to fill up the empty ſpaces: but 


whatever the cauſe may be, the effect is certain. 


I have already obſerved, that between the Florida Reef and the Kays to the 
Weſt of Cayo. Hueſo, even as far as the Dry Tortugas, the flood ſeems to ſer 
pretty regularly to the north-weſtward and northward over the Bank, and vice 


vera. But to the weſtward of Caye Hueſo there is. a general current to. the. 


fouth-weſtward along the Reef, and a good deal to the fouthward of it. 


From Bahia Honda to the Weſt end of Caro pz Vaccas, Cows Iland (the next 
conſiderable iſland in proceeding to the eaſtward) the diſtance is 4 leagues, and the 
direction of the coaſt trenches ſtill more to the northward. There are only a few 
ſmall Kays between them, the body or thick cluſter of iſtands ending about Bahia 
Honda, which makes this almoſt vacant ſpace the more-remarkable, 


About 5 miles South from the weſt end of Cayo de Vaccas, or Kay Vaccas, 
there is a ſmall ſandy Kay on the Reef, called by the Spaniards Caro SoMsRERO. 
There are in all 6 Kays on the Reef, and as. they may ſerve as ſo many good 
land marks to know exactly where you are, in caſe of falling in with any of 
them; it will not be improper in this place to recapitulate the ſituation of each 


of them. 


The weſternmoſt lies 3 leagues S. S. W. from Cayo Huefo, in Latitude 24 237 
and Longitude 82. 40 Weſt— the Three ſmall Kays off Boca Chica, in Latitude 
24 24, and the Middle one in Longitude 82 25 - Looe Kay in 24? 30“ Latitude, 
and 82 11” Weſt Longitude—and Cayo Sombrero in Latitude 24 34 30%, and. 
Longitude 81* 55 Weſt. | 


As we have thus ow a general account of the Reef and the Chain of Iflands-. 
as far as Cayo de Vaecas, we ſhall: now return to the Channel between them. 

It was obſerved before, that there were two or three ſmall coral patches with 24 or 3 
fathoms water; they lie about 24 or 3 miles S. S. E. from the weſt end of Cayo 
Hueſo, and have 5 and 6 fathoms all round them, being near the middle of the 
channel, which is there about 5 miles broad: it continues to be upwards of 4 


miles in breadth till you are paſt the Three Kays on the Reef off Boca Chica 


when the Reef grows broader and the channel narrower, with 4 or 5 fathoms, 
the deepeſt water. In the narroweſt part, which is about 5 or 6 miles to the 
weſtward of Looe Kay, the channel is only 13-mile broad, and 34 fathoms the 
deepeſt water; but as. you approach Looe Kay it grows broader again, and deepens 
10 5, 6, and 7 fathoms, mud and clay. Abreaſt of Bahia Honda the channel is 
about 3 miles broad with the ſame ſoundings, and continues about the ſame 
breadth as far as Cayo de Vaccas. 


Two 
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_ Two general remarks muſt be made concerning this Channel to the weſtward 
of Cayo de Vaccas; firſt, that you will have 3 fathoms all the way within a 
mile of the Kays, and will always find the deepeſt water neareſt the Reef. 
Secondly, the uſual method of navigation in the channel between the Reef and 
the 'Kays, is always to come to an anchor in the night, where it is clear ground ; 
but where there is any coral, it is neceſſary ſometimes to buoy up the cables ta 
prevent their being rubbed on it. 


Cayo de Vaccas, or rather the thick range of Iflands which go by that name, 
extends about N. E. by E. for the ſpace of 5 leagues, the eaſternmoſt of which 
being called Ducx Kay. Theſe Iflands are covered with trees of, various ſorts, 
ſuch as mangrove, button-wood, palmetto trees, &c. | | | 


From Duck Kay to Caro pz Las Brvoras, { Rattle-Snakes Kay) or, as we call it, 
Kay Bivoras, the diſtance is about 6 miles, and there are three ſmall mangrove 
Iflands between them. Kay Bivoras is 5 miles long, with a white ſandy beach, 
and is remarkable for a high hummock of trees at the weſt end. 


From the Faſt end of Bivoras Kay to the weft end of Oro Martacunst the 
diſtance is 3+ miles: Matacumbe is 4 miles long in a N. E. direction. The 
trees at the North end are very high and level at the top, appearing at a diſtance 
like table land. There is a ſafe harbour near the North end of Matacumbe, 
where veſſels not drawing above 7 or 8 feet, may go in and anchor in 3 fathoms 
ſecure from all winds; but you muſt go round the eaſt fide of a ſmall. Iſland 
called Indian Kay or Matanga; keeping about a cable's length off ſhore; and 
you will have 9 and 10 feet for ſome * till you get into 2 and 3 fathoms 
in a broad Channel which runs round towards the North end of Matacumbe, 
where there is a large turtle crawl. The Channel plainly ſnews itſelf by the white 
ſhallow banks on each fide, where there are only 2 or 3 feet water. INDIAN Kar 
lies about a mile to the eaſtward of Old Matacumbe, and it is all a ſhoal between 
them. To the north-eaſt and northward of Matacumbe the mangrove Iſlands 
begin again, and continue to the main land about 6 or 7 leagues diſtant; and all 
the way to the eaſtward within Caro Larco, &c. But that large ſpace is almoſt 
one continued flat, with ſome ſmall channels of 5 or 6 feet water. 


The Reef from Cayo Sombrero is in general very broken ground as far as the 
Weſt end of Matacumbe; there being many patches of coral rocks, with 6 and 
$ feet water; and others where the rocks riſe to the ſurface, particularly ſome 
ſpots off the Eaſt end of Kay Vacas, about 7 or 8 miles off ſhore. There are 
likewiſe ſome large patches of 8 or 9 feet off the middle of Kay Bivoras, and 
another large rocky ſhoal of 8 and 10 feet off the Weſt end of Matacumbe, at the 


diſtance of about 5 miles; but you find channels of at leaſt 3 fathoms water over 
ſeveral parts of the Reef between them. | 


Some dangerous ſhoals of coral rocks are lying alſo in the Channel between 
the Reef and the South-weſt part of Cayo de Vacas, the largeſt of which has _ 
| | | 4 feet 
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4 feet water on it, and lies 4 miles N. E. from Cayo Sombrero, and about 2 miles 
off Kay Vacas. There are ſeveral other ſrnall patches of 5 and 6 feet to the N. E. 
of it; but in the day time all theſe ſhoals appear very plainly at a diſtance, being 
of a brown colour; and as it is unſafe to run in the night, you muſt always come 
io an anchor through the whole extent of the channel, as ſoon as it grows dark. 


From Cayo de Vacas' ſhoals, the Channel ſtill continues to be 2 or 3 miles 
broad to the eaſtward of Matacumbe, 4 fathoms ng. deepeſt water; but 
2 and 3 fathoms are the general depth along Kay Bivoras at 2 or 3 miles 
diftance. 3 | | 


New MaTacumst lies upwards of 2 miles to the north-eaſtward of Old 
Matacumbe, and is 4 miles long in a N. E. direction. It is covered with thick 
tall trees. At the eaſt end of it there is an opening about I a mile wide, with a 
fmall mangrove iſland in the middle; then a mangrove Ifland near 2 miles long, 
which is ſeparated by a narrow channel from a large Iſtand near 7 miles in vas 
covered with high trees of various kinds, _— which there is ſome mahogany . 
and Madeira-wood of a very fine grain. This, which we have taken the liberty 
of calling Lex IsL.anD, and Cavo Larco, appears at a diſtance like one con- 
tinued track of land, though there is a narrow channel between them. 


KAT TAvRNIER (or Caro Taso, as it 18 ended by the Spaniards) is a ſmall 
Wand about 2 miles from the South-weſt end of Cayo Largo, and 5 leagues N. E. 
from Old Matacumbe. There is very good anchorage a little to the northward 


* 


of it for ſuch veſſels as frequent the coaſt. 


Cave Ropricuts, or Melebior Rodrigues, called by the Wreckers Fox 1/and,. 
is a pretty large mangrove Ifland, without any firm ground, the roots of the trees 
being conſtantly overflowed ; it lies, like Kay Tavernier, off Cayo Largo, at the 
diftance of 5 miles N. E. by N. 4 N. from Tavernier, in Latitude 25* North, 
and Longitude 8117 Weſt. From hence the coaſt of Cayo Largo, which here 
appears like main land, turns quickly N. N. E. and N. by E. to North; for 
which reaſon Cape Florida might be reckoned ſomewhere hereabouts ; though 
there is no particular point of land known by that name to the people of Pro- 
vidence, who ſeem to be beſt acquainted with thoſe parts. | 


There are no ſheals on the Reef oppoſite to Old Matacumbe, except that off 
the South-weſt end, above mentioned; but there is a large patch of coral rocks 
bearing E. S. E. 6 or 7 miles from the North end of Old Matacumbe, on which 
there is only 4 or 5 feet water. The Reef comes within leſs than 3 miles of 
— 19s where you have only 7 and 8 feet; and 3 fathoms is generally the 
deepeſt water in the Channel all along. | 


From this large ſhoal off Rodrigues, which forms a kind of elbow, the patches 
of coral rocks increaſe in number and dimenſions, forming ſeveral Reefs, with 


fall channels of deep water through them. | 
| Rodrigues 
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Rodrigues“ Kay lies oppoſite to the Great Inlet of the Florida Reef, and near 
the Coaſt of Kayo Largo, which from the Kay extends above 6 war ann to the 
1 


on nearly, 


N. E. by N. At the North end of that coaſt, and in the ſame dir 
begins another range of Iſlands and ſmall Kays, that terminate at Cape Florida. 


The moſt remarkable among them are the ſmall Kay called TE Pars, from the 


Three hillocks upon it; and Kay Brscavno, the laſt of the Florida Kays, near the 
Cape of that name; it lies about 2 leagues Weſt of the Fowey Rocks, which are 
the firſt dry ſpot on the Reef, and where it ends. From Kay Biſcayno to Cape 
Canaveral the coaſt runs up to the northward; this is the Eaſt ſhore of Florida; 
of which a deſcription will be given hereafter. Do” RI Tot 


After paſſing the Latitude of 25 30', having a good offing, you may ſteer 
N. J E. 15 3 42 always naking the . Agde which you 
generally will find to be on the Bahama fide, except in the winter months. Keep 
under an eaſy fail, and frequently heave the lead. You will then often find the 
veſſel gliding ſmoothly along in the direction of the Florida ſtream, till you come 
to the parallel of 28 or poſſibly 28* 30”, when you may haul to the eaſtward, and 
the longer you can keep in the courſe of that ſtream, the better. 4. 


2 


It is neceſſary to obſerve that the variation, which at the Tortugas, in 1774 


and 1775, was about 7“ Eaſt, decreaſes, as you go eaſtward, to 69; and to the 
northward it alſo continues decreaſing to 5* about Cape Canaveral. 


Of the WATERING PLACES on the Frozna Kays. 


WE have hitherto purpoſely omitted mentioning where freſh wager may be 
found among thoſe Kays, to avoid confuſion, and to bring into one point of view 


ſo neceſſary an article for thoſe who may have the misfortune to be ſhipwrecked, 
or otherwiſe be in want of it. | | | 


There is no good water on the Tortugas, nor any where till you come to the 
Weſt end of Caro Huzso, where there are ſeveral wells dug in the ſand. _ The 
water there is pretty good, eſpecially after rain, but ſometimes you will find it 
a little brackiſh ; in which caſe the beſt way is to dig a new well, which is ſoon 


done, and you will find the water much better than what has been ſtanding in the 


old wells. The beſt place to dig at, and where you meet with the ſweeteſt water, 
is about a mile eaſtward of the point. 


At Bauta Hoxpa very good freſh water is to be obtained in the ſame manner: 
and on the South ſide of Caro Ds Vaccas, about 8 miles from the weſt end, there 


Mr. Gauld's Survey goiug no farther than Cayo Rodriguts, the remaining Kays, as far as Cape Flo- 


rida, are deſcribed by M. Gerard de Brabm, Surveyor general of the Southern diſtri of North America, 


and Jand-ſurveyor of Eaſt Florida; who in that capacity reſided at St. Auguſtine from 1765 till 1771. 


— 
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; | are likewiſe freſh water wells; they are found on the Faſt part of a narrow opening, 
= with a ſandy beach on each fide of it. | | 


.» Theſe are the only places among the Kays of the firſt diviſion (at leaſt as far as 
ve know) where freſh water is to be got by wells; but there are feveral freſh water 
ſwamps, and natural reſervoirs among the rocks; particularly a large one on the 
North fide of Kay Vaccas, about 6 miles from the weſt end, where the water 
never fails. It lies in a valley about 100 yards from the beach, a little to the 
? weſtward of three Mangrove Iſlands. Freſh water is found ſometimes among 
WW, + the rocks at the Weſt end of Kay Vaccas, and the ſmall Iſlands to the weſtward 
* of it, as well as at the Weſt end of Duck Kay, and at ſeveral other places. > 


Fl It is neceſſary here to obſerve, that juſt within the ſandy beach, the Iſlands are 
| generally bordered with a Mangrove Swamp of about 100 yards broad ; beyond 
which the ground riſes higher and is generally of a rocky bottom, where you will 
often find freſh water ponds: or natural tanks, which receive and retain the rain 


* . * _ Water, The ſmall Mangrove Iſlands, which are numerous, have very little ſolid 
round; but whenever a Mangrove buſh takes root in the ſalt water, it ſoon 
. orms an iſland, as I have already obſerved, and many cluſters of ſmall iſlands have 


evidently been formed in this manner upon the Coral banks. | 


But the principal watering place is at the North end of O:D MaTacumss, 
where Five natural wells are found in the rock about 4 feet deep, and conſtantly full 
of excellent water. Matangaor Indian Kay, already mentioned, is the leading mark 
to find the watering place on Matacumbe, it lies W. S. W. 2 miles from another 
ſmall Kay called Boys Kay. When you come for water, no matter from what quarter, 
you are to run boldly up, to within piſtol ſhot of the North-eaſt part of Boys Kay, 
and you will come at the entrance of a channel which leads up to the wells; this 
channel, as was faid before, is only 9 or 10 feet, deep; it is very narrow, and 
has a ſtrong current. On account of the watering place and of the plenty of fiſh 
and turtle, Matacumbe is much frequented by the Wreckers and Turtlers. 


Between Kay Tabano and Kay Rodrigues, and within them (3 miles to the N. W. 
of the former) lies a very ſmall Kay called Cayo de Palumbas, or Doves KA: 
it is gravelly and of a moderate height; in the wet ſeaſon, it affords good freſh 
water. Doves are found alſo on this Kay, and purſlain grows on it. | 


At the South end of Kay BrscAVYNO near Cape Florida, very good water is to ; 
be got by digging; provided the land does not cover clay; for wherever clay 
| appears on the beach, the labour would be fruitleſs. * But ſometimes in the dry 
5 * feaſon. wells will yield no water, then the watering places on the main, 8 or 10 
miles from the Kay, may always be depended upon. f 5 


From theſe obſervations, it will appear, that there is no great difficulty in find- 
ns freſh water on moſt of the Florida Kays; and there is fire-wood in plenty upon 
all of them, except the Tortugas. In the number of vegetables, the cabbage 

SETS 5 tree, 


[ 19 ] 


tree, which abounds on ſome of theſe» Kays, affords a wholeſome food for man: 
abundance of birds of many kinds, variety of the fineſt fiſh and ſome turtle, 
are to be found all along the coaft. From Cayo Hueſo eaſtward, there are deer 
of the ſmall kinds. But beſides all theſe, among the roots of the Mangroves 
and about every old log or piece of rotten wood, there are ſuch quantities of the 
largeſt cray-fiſh, that a boat may be loaded with them in a few hours. | 


In future, therefore, if any of our homeward bound ſhips ſhould unfortunately 
be run aground upon one of the Florida Kays, or in ſuch a ſituation that the boats 
can reach the ſhore; as the people run no riſque of being ſtarved, it is to he hoped 
they will never ſuppoſe themſelves to be under the neceſſity of abandoning their 
ſhips. For the little veſſels from Provipzxce are conſtantly plying about thoſe 
ſmall iſlands, eſpecially after a ſtorm ; they make lawful prize of all ſuch as have 


been thus deſerted ; but they give every kind of aſſiſtance to thoſe who faithfully. 


attending to the. intereſt of the owners, remain with their ſhips till they are 
relieved; and if we conſider the activity with which the Wreckers always exert 
themſelves, we muſt look upon them as a ſet of very uſeful men. 1 


Should a veſſel be drove upon the Florida Reef, the ſafeſt method is, to do your 
utmoſt to get over it; and come to anchor in the Channel between the Reef 
and the Kays, which you will find not a bad Road-ſtead. If it is in the night, 


the ſoundings muſt direct you; but in the day- time, the kind of bottom may be 


ſeen, and the danger if there is any, avoided. When the ſtorm is over, by conſul- 
ting the Charts and the appearances of land, you will eaſily find out on whas part of 
the coaſt you have. fallen; and upon. comparing the preceding Directions. with 


the Charts, you may with great ſafety in fair weather bring the ſhip along the Chan- 


nel to ſome convenient place, from whence you croſs the Reef, to proceed on your 
voyage. | | 


'DesCRIPTION or THE EAST SHORE. or FLORIDA, 
Je af by M. Gerard de Bram. | pos 


Carr Fiona, where that ſhore is ſuppoſed to begin, lies in 25* 44” 30% 
Latitude North, and 81* 15” 13” Longitude Weſt from Greenwich, it is the ſouth 


- 
* 


point of Narrow Ifland, 8 or 9 miles long, and ſeparated from the main by an 


opening to the northward, called WHITI IxLeT; this will admit ſmall craft, but 
has a Reef ſtretching a great way to the ſea. EV 


About 18 miles North of White Inlet lies the mouth of Mipprrx River, I of 
a mile broad, but ſhallow. The ſhore in this ſpace is full of ſandy hillocks, 
covered with {ſhrubs and trees, and is ſo flat that there is not above 12 feet water 
within a mile of it, the bottom ſolid rock. F 1 
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Ten miles further you eome to New Ix LET, about as broad as middle river, and 


remarkable for five cabbage- trees which ſtand 4 or 5j miles to the South of it. Here 


the ſhore is no longer ſo bold as before, but a bank of ſoundings about 5 leagues 
broad begins to cover the beach. | 5 8 


Day IxIET, or Rio Seco, as the Spaniards name. it, lies 6 miles from New Inlet, 
its mouth is ſeldom open, and has a narrow bar of dry ſand before it. The ſhore 
forms here a little cove, Which makes a good road for ſmall craft. 253 


Above 13 leagues northward of this Inlet you come to GREVVILILEE Inter, in 
26* 47” Latitude North, which will only admit veſſels of 5 feet draught. It is 
known by a high mount of ſand and rocks called Coopers or Groopers Hill. And 
by the Rocky SpriNG, a high ledge of rocks, out of which a large ſtream of freſh 
water ruſhes into the ſea. This ſpring is to the ſouthward of the mount, and 6 
miles from the inlet, in 26* 41” Latitude North. The land hereabout produces 


other meat. 


abundance of cabbage-trees, cocoa-plants, and ſea-grapes, as well as veniſon and 


From New Inlet to Coopers Hill the Gulf ſtream comes very near the beach; 


apd the colour of the water which was of a lively Saxon blue changes to a muddy 
green. The ſhore which has continued from Cape Florida a little to the eaſtward 
of north, trenches now to the weſtward of it, and you come to HiLLsBoRoOUGH 
InLzT in 27 14 Latitude North. About 12 miles to the northward of Grenville 
Inlet are feveral high black rocks ſtanding on the beach, which, with a hill in 


and 1o'N. W. of the rocks, malces this part of the ſhore remarkable; the hill is | 
0 


ſometimes called the Bald Mount, but 


| tner the Bleach- Yard, on account of its 
numerous white. ſpots. ED 9 5 ; 25 


A ſmall Reef juſt under water, about ; a mile from the ſhore, abreaſt of the 
high rocks, forms here a convenient little harbour for boats. There are Two wells 
of excellent water in alittle meadow back of the ſand hills, near a mile to the South 
of thoſe ſame rocks ; the wells have caſks in them, and this is a very good watering 
place for veſſels, which having had a tedious paſſage through the Gulf are in want 


of this indiſpenſible article. The ifland between the 2 inlets affords plenty of 


turtle and deer, befides..cocoa-plumbs and palm-cabbages ; and on the main op- 
fite, turkies are found in abundance. The coaſt is even bold to, and the ſoun- 
ings regular. sti es | : X26 


Hillſborough Inlet has a very ſhifting bar, ſometimes not admitting a boat; and 


at other times 6, 8, or even 10 feet water have been found upon it. Therefore if 


you have buſineſs here, a boat muſt be ſent to explore the bar before you run in; 


when within it is a ſafe harbour; but a veſſel muſt be moored, the tide, which 


ebbs and flows g feet, running with great force. The Spaniards come to this place 


for the purpoſe of fiſhing, and the quantity of fiſh and oyſters they find there is 
amazing. | 


off 


Off Hillſborough Inlet the ſand has the peculiar and pernicious quality of rub- 
bing cables to pieces in the bent, inſomuch that one can never lay 24 hours at an 
anchor without wholly or nearly loſing it, even in fine weather, nay, you will often 
in leſs time find one or two ſtrands quite chaffed off: what this is owing to is not 


3 the ſand being a very fine quick ſand, except cloſe in where there are ſome 
ones. ö | 


About 8 leagues N. by W. 2 W. from Hillſborough inlet are the ſmall hills 
called by Spaniards the TorToLas, and by us the Hummocks, off which there 
are ſome heads of rocks under water. From hence the ſhore bending inſenſibly 
toward the North, terminates at Cape Canaveral. From 6 mile North of the inlet 
to the ſhoal of Canaveral, it is flat and treacherous, and the whole as far as the 
inlet, is covered with an immenſe number of palm-trees. 


Cap Canaveral lies in 28 16 Latitude North, and 81* 28” Longitude Weſt of 

Greenwich ; the outermoit breakers of the ſhoal which ſurrounds it, are at 15 
miles diſtance from the Cape, and land is ſcarce viſible when you are on them. 
Obſerve that the wind, on a long and violent gale blowing from E. N. E. to S. 
E. makes Canaveral ſhoal almoſt unavoidable to a ſhip failing in this Latitude, and 
not having a very large offing. | | 


From Coopers Hill, or the Rocky Spring, South of Grenville Inlet, where the 


bank of ſoundings begins to increaſe in breadth, the edge of that bank as well as 
that of the Gulf ſtream runs for 8 or ꝗ leagues to the N. by E. then to the Weſt of 
North for about 18 leagues, and at a diſtance from 5 to 8 leagues from the ſhore ; 
when taking a northerly direction for 5 or 6 leagues, it ſweeps round Cape Cana- 


veral 2 or 3 leagues from the outermoſt breakers. 
| < 


- Of the WINDS and CURRENTS. 


IT is well known, that in the Torrid Zone, and for ſeveral degrees to the north- 


ward and ſouthward thereof, the winds are generally from the caſt all the year round. 


Towards the northern limit of THE TRADE WINDS, as they are generally 
called, which on the American ſide of the Atlantic Ocean is from Latitude 30? to 
31* or more; theſe winds are often to the northward of Eaſt ;. and in the winter 
months when the ſun has a conſiderable ſouth declination, they are ſometimes {till 
more to the northward. In the ſummer ſeaſon the Trade-winds are to the ſouth- 
ward of Eaſt; but generally to the northward of theſe limits, on the coaſt of North 


* 


America, the winds are oſten weſterly. 


ITheſe are the general rules; but it muſt be obſerved that there are many excep- 
tions, which nothing but experience and acccurate obſervations can ever ac- 
count for. | | OL OS ot 1 
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The courſe of the waters in the Great Oceans, correſponding to the motions of 
the moon, is from Eaſt to Weſt ; and to this may be added, that the great currents 

af the atmoſphere, within and near the Torrid Zone, generally hold the ſame 
courſe, as has already been mentioned. From theſe, and poſſibly other cauſes 
combined, the waters of the Atlantic are forced as it were againſt the coaſts of 
America, and the Iſlands of the Weſt Indies, with great ey. The greateſt 
velocity of this body of water being towards the Equator, where it falls upon the 
continent of America; it is then turned in a North weſterly courſe along that 
coaſt, till it gets into the Gulf of Mexico, and is there accumulated to its 
greateſt height. From its nature as a fluid, which may be conſidered as incompreſ- 
ſible, it muſt therefore overflow where it meets with the leaſt refiſtarkce ; and 
between. the Iſland of Cha and the main land, it forms that remarkable Current 
called THE STREAM OF ThE GuULY or FLORIDA. When it gets paſt that elbow, 
which is commonly termed Cape Florida, it is oppoſed by the Iſlands and banks 
of Bahama; and meeting with the leaſt reſiſtance to the northward, it proceeds 
along the coaſt of America, in a North and North eaſterly direction; turning more 
and more to the caſtward, till it gets near to the Nantucket ihoals; or as ſome 
aflirm, almoſt to the banks of Newfoundland; when it takes its courſe to the 


South eaſtward, and loſes itſelf by degrees in the Atlantic, ſomewhere about the 
Weſtern Iſlands. | 955 


The Gulf of Mexico may in fact be conſidered as one great whirlpool“. For 
the waters ruſhing in with great velocity between Cape Antonio and Cape Catoche; 
and being confined on all ſides by the land, except the paſſage between the Iſland 
of Cuba and the Florida ſhore, as has already been mentioned, this great body of 
water is therefore forced into a kind of circular motion ; which appears the more 
evident, as all the Iſlands, promontories and points of land on the coaſt of the 
Gulf of Mexico, have deep water on the one fide, and on the oppoſite a ſhallow 
Apit or bank of ſand runs out to a conſiderable diſtance. | 


A South-eaſt gale always drives an extraordinary body of water into the Gulf of 
Mexico, and a North or N. E. wind retards both its ingreſs and egreſs. After 
ſuch gales therefore, the currents and counter-currents in and near to the Gulf of 
Florida, muſt run with the greateſt velocity; and when the breezes are regular 
and gentle, theſe currents run with leſs force or violence. During a S. E. gale or 
ſtorm, the waters in the bays and rivers on the coaſt of Weſt Florida have been 
known to riſe 7 feet perpendicular; veſſels of confiderable burthen have been 
drove in amongſt the pine-trees at ſome diſtance from the ſhore, and other da- 
mages done, &c. | | p 


As there is not room ſufficient between the Ifland of Cuba and Florida, for all 
that body of water which is often accumulated in the great Gulf of 2 - 
1 


* See Letter from Dr; Lorimer, a iſt of April, 1769. Tranſactions of the American Phil. Society 
held at Philadelphia, Vol. I. p. 250. RT ann 
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ſpeedily to diſcharge itſelf; it is in ſeveral places forced round in a kind of Eddy 
or Counter-current, as may generally be met with among the Colorados, and upon 

all that part of the coaſt of Cuba to the weſtward of Bahia Honda. Upon the 


Florida Reef and in the Channel between that Reef and the Iſlands, there is alſo 
a Counter-current from the eaſtward. £7 x 


On the Tortuga Banks, e the Florida Kays, THE TIDES are pretty 
regular, running from 4 to 6 and ſometimes 8 hours. The flood, apparently 
coming from this counter-current, runs into all the channels between the iſlands 
at the rate of 1+ or 2 miles an hour; and to the northward of the iſlands i; turns 
again to Eaſt and South eaſtward, filling up all the ſhallow bays and lagoons on that 
fide, as is ſhowrr by the arrows on the Chart. FE: 


_On the days of the full and change of the moon, it is high water at the Tortugas 
and among the Florida Kays, between 8 and 9 in the morning. The tide riſes 
only about 3 feet, or 4 feet at ſpring tides on all that coaſt. 4 $; 


It is unneceſſary however for us to 3 minutely into the courſes of theſe 
currents and counter- currents; experience and judicious obſervations muſt direct 
the ſkilful mariner. But it may be proper juſt to obſerve, that whenever any 
point of land projects beyond the general line of the coaſt, or where the ſhores 
approach nearer to each other, the central current is confined, and a counter- 
current on one or both ſides is produced in-ſhore. | | 


The counter-current on the coaſt of Eaſt Florida may be of uſe to ſmall veſſels 
in paſſing from St. Auguſtin to the Havanna or into the Gulf of Mexico; which 
on that account keep. very near the ſhore, or within the Florida Reef. The ſame 
advantages may no doubt be taken of the counter-currents on the Bahama and 
Cuba ſide of the Gulf, by thoſe who are well acquainted with them. But in the 
navigation from. Jamaica, the great general current, is always in their favor, 
if they only take the proper means of availing themſelves of it. | 


They ſhould therefore, whenever the wind permits, keep in the direct courſe 
of the Gulf-Stream, of which ſome general account, has already been given; we 
ſhall add only that on the edge of that ſtream, eſpecially in fair weather, there are 
great ripplings; and Dr. Frank/in mentions, that its water does not ſparkle in the 
night; in the day-time the appearance of the ſea-weed, known by the name of 
Gulf-weed, is a ſign that you are within the ſtream. $461 


Inſtructions for the Weſt Shore of Florida between the Bay os 
SPIRITU SANTO and CAPE SABLE. 
The Bay or EsetriTu: Sax ro, vulgarly Spiritu Santo, extends above 10 


leagues inland to the N. E. and is terminated. by Two harbours, in the — 
| 0 


5 . | 
_ of hich; called Tampa Bar; you find only 6 feet water; and in che other, which is 
named HII Iss HOW Bay, from 15 to 10 feet. | 


The Bay of Spiritu Santo has its opening ſheltered by three narrow Kays or Iſlands, 
Which, with ſeveral iflots ſtretching off the South point, are forming three entrances. 
The Southernmoſt of theſe, in Latitude 27 36” North, lies hetween the North 
head of Lowe IsLaxD, called Grant's Point, and the ſmall Iſland Buknapr, 
1 mile to the north of it: when you come through this entrance you bring 
Grant's Point to bear N. E. 1 E. and run in on that courſe till the South end of 
Burnaby bears N. E. 1 Ni. then you will be on the bar, which has 16 feet water; 
as it is of ſmall width, you thuſt continue the ſame courſe till nearly abreaſt of 
Burnaby iſland, where you will have 3, 4 and 5 fathoms; then ſteer Eaſt, and run 
in as high as you pleaſe, according to the Chart. | | 


The Second Entrance, which is between Burnaby and Eo Mor IsLanDs, is 
1 mile broad. To enter between theſe two iſlands, keep in 5 ſathoms, until you 
bring the North end of Burnaby to bear E. by N. $ E. nearly, and proceed on that 
-courle till the South end of Egmont is bearing N. E. by E. 4 E. you will ſoon be 
in 17 feet water: then ſteer about E. N. E. directly for the midway between the 
two iſlatids, where you will continue for Þ of a mile in 16 or 17 feet, the ſhoaleſt 
water being under the north bank. When you are over this, you will have 3+ or 
.4 fathoms, atid by keeping a little to the northward of the laſt courſe after you have 
cleared the iſlands, you may run up the bay without fear. | | 


The Third and Northernmoſt Entrance, which is the principal one, is called by 
the Spaniards Boca GRANDE; it is about 3 miles broad, and lies between Egmont 
Iſland, and the ſmall iſlands, to the north-eaſtward of it, called MulLEr Kaus. 
There is a great ſhoal running Weſt from Egmont Iſland about 4 or* 5 miles, and 
another ſhoal North of it, which form the channel. This channel is about 1 
mile broad till it comes to the northernmoſt point of Egmont Iſland, and then 
it is contracted to about 4 a mile. The leaſt water in it is 4 fathoms; it deepens 
Pretty regularly, and in the narroweſt part you have 17 fathoms; the North point 
of Egmont Iſland is ſteep to, there are 7 fathoms water within 60 yards of it, and 
3 fathoms up and down. pes * | 7 


EcmonrT IsLANp lies North and South, is about 2 miles long, and better than 

A of a mile broad. The North end is higheſt, being about 6 or 7 feet above high 

water mark: a bank much of the ſame height, and about 40 feet broad, runs on 

the weſt fide next the ſea, almoſt the length of the whole iſland, within which 

there is a valley covered with buſhes of different ſorts, and various plants that 

afford an agreeable verdure, though the ſoil is hardly any thing but ſand and ſhells. 
There are a few freſh water ſwamps, but the water is not good. 


When you are going through this great entrance you run into 4+ or 5 fathoms, 
-bringing the South 4 of the Mullet Kays to bear E. + S. then ſteer on in the 
me direction till the North end of Egmont is bearing E. by S. + S. you wi 

| _ 


1 


find 31 or 4 fathoms, and proceed on that courſe till you deepen your water to 6 
fathoms ; then run Eaſt, inclining rather to the ſouth ſhore. As ſoon as you have 


doubled Egmont Iſland, you may anchor under it, or run up if you chooſe it, by 
the Mullet Kays. 


Spiritu Santo Bay will admit large veſſels, and there they will find abundance 
of fiſh, oyſters, and clams, as well as large and ſmall water-fowls, turkeys, deer, 
&c. with plenty of freſh water and wood. The Spaniards reſort to the Muller 
Kays for the purpoſe of fiſhing, and have built huts on the principal of them, 
where there are likewiſe wells of freſh water. The chief growth on theſe Kays, 
_ on the large ones at the entrance of the Bay, are mangroves, and blackwood . 

uſhes. | | | | 


We muſt obſerve that the land about the Bay is low: and viſible only at 8 or 9 
miles diſtance, where you will have from 74 to 7 fathoms water. | | 


CARLOS BAY. 


About 20 leagues S. 34* E. from the Bay of Spiritu Santo lies CarLos Bay, or 
CraRLoTTE Bay of the Engliſh, which like the former is diſtinguiſhed by three en- 
trances ; the Middle one, called Boca GRAN Dx, has a depth of water, of 13 or 15 
feet; on the Northernmoſt or Boca GasPARILLA, you find about 9; and Boca 
CaurTiva, or the South entrance, has only 7 feet water. N 


The ſafeſt way to this Bay for veſſels coming from the ſouthward, that is from 
the Tortugas Bank, is to run N. 4 E. about 40 leagues, and they cannot miſs 
this Bay, where they will find refreſnments in caſe of neceſſity. It affords excel- 
lent water in many places, eſpecially on the iſland to the ſouth of Boca Grande. 
1 here is likewiſe plenty of fiſn, and the iſlands are ſtocked with large herds of 

eer. N 


The middle entrance of Boca Grande in Latitude 26˙ 38” north, is known by a 
broken bluff with a grove of pine-trees ſtanding very near the beach on the North 
end of the South iſland, and the only one of its form and kind in all theſe parts; 
it becomes very remarkable as ſoon as you have well ſhot it: you bring thoſe pine- 
trees to E. S. E. and run in for them till you are in 15 feet water, which is the bar. 
Then changing the courſe to E. N. E. you will preſently deepen your water to 4, 

„ 6, and even 10 fathoms, with plenty of working room between the banks, 
eeping the North Breaker on board, and having run in cloſe to the North ſhore, 
which is the South end of GasPaRILLa IsLAND, then you may pick your anchorin 
ground; but the inſide of the Bay is ſhallow, and the farther you proceed the leſs 
water you will find“. | | 
| Boca 


* The iſlands which form that entrance are called by the Spaniards Cayos del Boca Grande. Mr. 
Gauld, who went a ſhore to the Spaniſh fiſhing ſtages, found there 9 people, and 3 or 4 ſnug 2 
8 | ; =". uts 
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Boca Cautiva, as we have ſaid already, has only 7 feet water on the bar. Beyond 
this entrance are three ſmali iſlands running to the E. S. E. through which are the 
ages inte CarLos HARSOUR, which have ſtill leſs water than Boca Cautiva. 
This place is remarkable for a great number of pine- trees without tops, ſtanding at 
the bottom of the Harbour or Bay. | | 


From Carlos Harbour theicoaſt bordered all along with pine-trees, trenches to 
the 8. E. by S. about 19 leagues as far as Punta LAROA, ſometimes called by the 


Engliſſi Cape Roman. | 
From this Cape northward and weſtward, the tide ſcerns to ebb and flow once 


in 24 hours; but as it is much governed by the winds, the periods are very irre- 
gular ; for with a South, S. W. or Weſt wind the flow will be much longer than 
the fall; whereas with a North, N. E. or Eaſt wind it will ebb longer than it will 


riſe. Conſequently it happens frequently that at the time of ſprings you find leſs 


water on a bar than at neap tides, and vice ver/a. The tide has not been obſerved 
to riſe above 2 feet any where, at the higheſt times; yet its effects on the currents 


of rivers are in a dry ſummer very perceptible, at a great diſtance from the ſea. 


Bay or JUAN PoNCE DE LEON. 


THIS Bay, to which our failors have given the name of Charhau Bay, lies 
between Punta Larga, and Caez SaBLE, or Punta Tancha, (as the Spaniards call 
it) the Southernmoſt head-land of Florida; and about 20 leagues diſtant. from 
the former. It is a ſhallow Bay of little importance, and its navigation fit only. 


for turtlers and fiſhermen. 


From Cape Sable eaſtward to Cayo Largo there are a number of little Iſlands ; 
but the water all round them is ſo ſhallow that a boat can hardly approach them. 
It is not yet certain, whether Cayo Largo is an Iſland, or a peninſula joined to 
the main land by an iſthmus: it may poſſibly be a peninſula at low tides; and 
if at other times it becomes an Iſland; it cannot be of any conſequence, for the 
1 of 2 tide is ſo ſmall, that nothing but a canoe can paſs through ſuch a 
channcl. . 5 


We muſt not however terminate this article without obſerving, that through 
the whole of Chatham Bay, it runs tide and half tide in the ſame manner as at 
Plymouth, the Needles, and the Iſle of Wight in England; that is to ſay, p | 
hours flood, then 3 hours ebb; next 9 hours flood, — laſtly 9 hours ebb. 2: 


huts, and plenty of carp and other fiſh on hooks, a dreſſing on the ſtage. They begin by preſſing the 
fiſh with a great weight after it is ſplit and ſalted, then hang it up to dry in the manner above mentioned: 
the laſt operation is, is to pile it up in the huts ready for 133 They ſupply the Havanna, and the 
other Spaniſh ſettlements in the Weſt Indies, in the Lent ſeaſon, in the ſame manner as New Found- 
land ſupplies thoſe in the Mediterranean. It is a very lucrative branch of trade. | 


1 * 1 7 
does not riſe to an 1. height in all places, nor does it run equally rapid in 


every part: in ſome places you ſhall meet it a mere fall; and in almoſt every 


gut, among the many Iſlands in this Bay, you will find it as much as 4 ſtout 


men can do to ſtem the current with a boat. 


General Directions for Sailing from Cape Canaveral to Kay 

Biſcaino, and from thence, within the Florida Reef, into 

te Gulf of Mexico, By CAPTAIN BARTON of Carolina. 

Communicated to Mr. Gauld, October 24th, 1774. 

BEING in Latitude of 28* 35! or 30,, which is 15! or 200 to the north of Cape 

Canaveral, you muſt not borrow nearer than 10 fathoms water; and that will 
carry you without the ſhoal off that Cape, which lies 3 leagues from the land. 


To Ixpran River ( Hillſborough Inlet] it is 22 leagues S. by W.* From Cape 


Canaveral to this river the STREAM runs from 4 to 5 leagues from the ſhore, and 


the ſoundings are irregular. 


To Point Acva (Rocky Spring) S. by E. + E. diſtance 12 leagues. For 
about 6 leagues the Srxzax runs within 2 leagues. of the ſhore; the remainder 
part from 3 to 4 miles. | | 


To Kay Biscaino, South diſtance 22 leagues, and in 25* 55! Latitudef. The 
Stream runs about 3 miles from the ſhore when you get the length of this Kay. 
You muſt take your ſoundings in 4 fathoms water to avoid a ſhoal, which runs 
two leagues S. E. by E. from the South end of Kay Biſcaino. 


To Kav Laxco South diſtance 4 leagues; take your ſoundings from 31 to 4 
farhoms water, till you bring the North end of Kay Largo, which is rugged 
broken land, to bear Weſt of you & a league; then you begin to enter the Reef, 


and will have about 2 fathoms water. Between Kay Biſcaino and Kay Largo 
are two very ſmall Kays, called Soldier Kays. 


To Love ShoAL S. by W. and S. S. W. diſtance 4 leagues. 
To Kay Merchron RopRTOO (Rodriguts) 8. W. by S. diſtance 4 leagues. 
To Kay TAVERNTER S. W. 1 8. diſtance 3 leagues. 


The 2 laſt Kays lie without Kay Largo, which you leave on your ſtarboard 


hang. * 


* This is the bearing from the outermoſt ſhoal of the Cape. From the pitch of the Cape to this 


place, the courſe is 8. by E. about 21 leagues, 


+ The true Latitude is 2 5 400. 
To 
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To Kay MaTtacuma S. W. diſtance 6 leagues. Of Matacumba lies a ſmall 
Kay, called Frenchman's Kay; and on the North end of the Main Kay is good 


To Kar Brvoras S. W. + W. diſtance 2 leagues. 


Io the North end of Kay Vacas S. W. by W. 21 leagues To the South end 
of the ſaid Kay S. W. by W. diſtance 4 leagues. 8 9 5 


Off the Weſt end of Kay Vacas lies a ſand Kay on the Reef, about South from 
it, called by ſome Kay Looe*. At this Weſt end there is a channel of 8 feet 
water to go into the Bay of Apalache: your courſe through it is North about 4 
miles; then N. N. W. about 3 leagues, which will bring you in ſight of the 
main land. Then you ſteer N. W. by W. to Cape Sr. Blas; 6 fathoms will 
carry you clear of any danger until you draw near the bottom of Apalache Bay. 
From Kay Vacas to the Kay or Bar Honpa S. W. by W. weſterly. This 
is a very remarkable Kay, (Cabbage-tree land) having a great many cabbage- 
trees, and _ 14 only one which has them in plenty. To the weſtward of 
this Kay, for about 4 leagues, are ſeveral large Kays called Pinara, (the Pine 
Iſlands) producing many pines, and being the only Kays that have any. 


To Cacavana Kar (ſouthward of the Pinara) W. by S. + S. diſtance 3 
leagues. To the South of this Kay about 1 league, lies a ſand Kay (Kay Love) 
upon the Reef. * x He” 


To Kar Tarzz Hummocks (Saddle Bluff) W. by S. + S. 31 leagues. = 
To the Weſt end of Kay SAMBA, or Kay Boca Chica, W. by S. 2 leagues. 


To the Weſt end of Kay WEST W. by S. ſoutherly 2 leagues. From that end 


8. S. W. above 2 leagues, lies a ſandy Kay on the Reef, (Veſiernmoſi Kay on the | 
Reef) but you ſeldom ſee it unleſs you are a great diſtance from the Kays. 


To Kay Boca GRANDE (Saragold Kay) W. S. W. and W. by S. 1 W. diſtance 
4 leagues. 5 ̃ | 1 


To Kay MaRqutse, the weſternmoſt of the Florida Kays, W. 4 S. 3 leagues.— 
Between the two laſt Kays lies Boca Grande, a channel of 15 feet water, and a mile 


_ 2 161 


N. B. After you enter the Reef, to the eaſtward, you muſt not exceed 10 feet 
water until you make the Kays of Melchior Rodrigues and Tavernier; then you 


may go in 21 fathoms, till you are up with Matacumba Bay; and from thence 
in 31 fathoms through the whole length of the Kays. | N 


* This is a miſtake, Kay Looe lies a great deal more to the Weſt, the Kay mentioned here ia 
Cayo Sombrer 0s | 


I. 


